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The period studied covered the onset of spermatogenesis (Courot, 1962) . The animals, born at the end of September, were bred in natural conditions and were weaned progressively when 100 days old. Weekly morning blood samples were collected from the jugular vein, the first one being collected 1 week after birth. After cold centrifugation, all plasmas were kept frozen until they were analysed simultaneously for their prolactin concentration by specific radioimmunoassay according to the method described by Kann (1971) . The results were expressed in ng prolactin PS6/ml plasma. (Karg & Schams, 1974) , in the male goat (Buttle, 1974) and in the ram (Pelletier, 1973 regression-Courot, 1971) , the growth of the gonads continued. This evolution of prolactin was completely independent of blood LH and 566 J. P. Ravault and M. Courot testosterone levels checked in the same animals (Courot, 1971 ; Cotta, Terqui & Courot, 1974) . The prolactin secretion during postnatal development in the lamb differs from that in the rat in which the prolactin secretion in the peripheral blood increases with age (Negro-Vilar, Krulich & McCann, 1973; Döhler & Wuttke, 1974) .
In conclusion, these results show that prolactin secretion in ram lambs occurs during a well-defined time in the growth of the testes and the establishment of spermatogenesis.
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